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Epidemic of Drug Mortality - Still Increasing
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https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data-visualization/drug-poisoning-mortality/#dashboard
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Most Deaths Involve Multiple Drugs

5CDC National Vital Statistics Program, https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr67/nvsr67 09-508.pdf.

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr67/nvsr67
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% Deaths 2 or more drugs

CDC NVSS: % Deaths Involving 2 or More Drugs

69.2

70.5

85.7

73

83.3

81.1

96.2

96.5

73.9

49.8



Sheet1

				% Deaths 2 or more drugs		Series 2

		Fentanyl		69.2

		Heroin		70.5

		Hydrocodone		85.7

		Methadone		73

		Morphine		83.3

		Oxycodone		81.1

		Alprazolam		96.2

		Diazepam		96.5

		Cocaine		73.9

		Methamphet		49.8







3 Million Adults Have Used Kratom, NMURx, 
2018-2019
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Endorsed by
User (%)

Estimated prevalence of lifetime Kratom use is 1.3% = 3,353,624 adults

Schimmel J, et al. Prevalence and description of kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) use in the United States: A cross-sectional study. 
Addiction. 2020 https://doi.org/10.1111/add.15082. 
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3 Million Adults Have Used Kratom, NMURx, 
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Kratom Abuse Profile Worse Than Prescription Opioids

Schimmel J, et al. Prevalence and description of kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) use in the United States: A cross-sectional study. 
Addiction. 2020 https://doi.org/10.1111/add.15082. 
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Mortality Rate
Deaths /100,000 

population

Included: Cocaine, methamphetamine, MDMA, pseudoephedrine, 
amphetamine, methylphenidate, generic terms, other terms

Data on File, RADARS® System, 2020 

Mortality of Prescription Stimulants is Rising
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Diversion of Nonscheduled Psychoactive Rx 
Medications in the US, 2002 - 2017 

9

All Opioids

Quetiapine
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Trazodone

2002 - 2017 2002 - 2017

Kurtz, SP, et all. The diversion of nonscheduled psychoactive prescription medications in the United States, 2002 to 2017. 
Pharmacoepidemiol Drug Saf. 2019; 28: 700– 706. https://doi.org/10.1002/pds.4771

https://doi.org/10.1002/pds.4771


Global Mosaic of Nonmedical Use:
NMURx Program Prescription Opioids, 2018
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Nonmedical Use by Country

Endorse
per 

100,000 
Population

Unpublished data, RADARS® System
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Drugs with Documented Abuse
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Prescription Non-Prescription Illicit
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It’s Not the Drug
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Washington Post
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It’s Not the Drug!
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Drugs are not my problem.
Reality is my problem.
Drugs are my solution.



The Intersection of 
Drugs and Abusers
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Interpretation
• Futility
• Supply reduction
• Demand reduction



Summary

• Research
• Surveillance
• Policy
• Personal
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Thank you!
Richard C. Dart, MD, PhD
Executive Director, RADARS® System
Professor, University of Colorado Health Sciences Center
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