Comparing Prescription Opiloids, Methadone, and Heroin Rates from
the Treatment Episode Data Set to the RADARS® System Treatment
Center Programs

HA Olsenl, SG Severtson!, J Schwarz!, M Ellis?, TJ Cicero?, RC Dart?

'Rocky Mountain Poison & Drug Center, Denver Health and Hospital Authority
Washington University, St. Louis , Missouri

Abstract Introduction

Methods, continued

Background Cicero, Inciardi, and Mufioz! note that surveillance systems, in addition to Statistical Analysis
The Researched, Abuse, Diversion and Addiction-Related Surveillance (RADARS®) media reports’ were early indicators of the prescription Op|o|d abuse
System provides timely product-specific, national surveillance data on prescription id i« Th te that ab f extended rel duct h From 2008 through 2014, OTP and SKIP were Compared to
opioid abuse. This analysis assesses whether annual abuse trends observed in the epl emlc.. €y nhote that abuse o _eX enae _ r_e €ase pro_ IIC Sy SU(? as data from the TEDS 2014 national report for endorsement of
RADARS System treatment center programs are similar to trends from the Treatment OxyCont|n®, proved unexpected given precllnlcal and clinical studies use in the past month of drugs common to all three surveys:
Episodes Data Set (TEDS). suggesting lower abuse potentiall. The discrepancy in these results orescription opioids, heroin, and methadone. Population rates
Methods highlight the importance of surveillance systems in measuring the intended for OTP and SKIP were computed as the total number of
The RADARS System Opioid Treatment Program (OTP) enrolls individuals entering and unintended impact of interventions aimed at reducin rescriotion . :
treatment for opioid use disorders at primarily medication-assisted programs and the i0id ab pb d hnoloa Th Rg P h I?j Ab endorsements divided by the sum of the pOpUIat|On of the
Survey of Key Informants’ Patients Program (SKIP) enrolls individuals entering OPIOI _a use (e'g' _a _use eterrent tec .no ogles). € Researcheaq, use, three—digit ZIP codes where at least one respondent resided.
treatment at for opioid use disorders primarily private substance abuse programs. Diversion and Addiction-Related Surveillance (RADARS®) System These population rates were compared to rates calculated
TEDS includes records on admissions to substance abuse treatment centers for all : : L : : :
rovides timely product-specific, national and regional surveillance data on : :
substances, including prescription and non-prescription opioids. P . y p_ . _ p _ _g from Table 1.1a in the TEDS 2014 national report®. The
prescription and illicit opioid abuse. This analysis assesses whether annual numerator represented the number of respondents who
abuse trends observed in the RADARS System Treatment Center : : o
From 2008 through 2014, OTP and SKIP were compared to data from the TEDS . : Y : reported a primary drug of herom, non-prescrlptlon
2014 national report for endorsement of use in the past month of drugs common to Programs are similar to national trends from the Treatment EpISOdeS Data methadone, and other opiates/synthetics. A Pearson’s
all three surveys. Population rates for OTP and SKIP were computed as the total Set (TEDS). correlation coefficient was calculated to test the relationship
number of endorsements divided by the sum of the population in three-digit ZIP

codes where at least one respondent resided. A Pearson’s correlation coefficient was between RADARS System programs and TEDS population
calculated to test the relationship between RADARS System programs and TEDS M et h O d S rates over time for prescription opioids excluc ing methadone,
population rates over time for prescription opioids excluding methadone, methadone, methadone. and heroin abuse

and heroin abuse.

Results Programs Res U ItS
In OTP, prescription opioids (r=0.82), methadone (r=0.88), and heroin (r=0.68) were The RADARS System Opioid Treatment Program (OTP) enrolls individuals

strongly correlated with TEDS data. In SKIP, prescription opioids (r=.80) and

methadone (r=0.85) were strongly correlated with TEDS data and heroin showed a entering treatment for OpiOid use disorders at medication-assisted

negative correlation (r=-0.40). In TEDS 66% of individuals entering treatment for treatment programs. The RADARS System Survey of Key Informants’ In OTP, prescription opioids (r=0.82), methadone (r=0.88) and
i0i i ir DI % i % i : TR : . : : :

gﬂ?;dr:ssrstgJii?g;dazetrr?;?r Zfi;:‘;;%r:lrjngary drug, whereas, 54% in OTP and 31% in Patients Program (SKIP) enrolls individuals with opioid dependence heroin (r=0.68) were strongly correlations with TEDS data.

Conclusion entering treatment primarily at private substance abuse treatment (Figure 1). In SKIP, prescription opioids (r=0.80) and

Trends in both RADARS System programs appear to track well with national data programs not using methadone. TEDS Includes records on adm|SS|qns to mgthadone (r—O..85) were strongly correlated_ with TEDS data

from TEDS for both prescription opioids and methadone. substance abuse treatment centers nationally for all substances. This (Figure 2). Heroin showed a moderate negative correlation

analysis focuses on the primary substance reported in TEDS. (r=-0.40).

Figure 1. OTP Program and TEDS Rates of Prescription

Figure 2. SKIP Program and TEDS Rates of
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discrepancy is likely due to differences in the populations.
A smaller proportion of the SKIP program report heroin as
their primary drug, therefore changes in abuse patterns in
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