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Background

e Crush resistant formulations have emerged as one public
health approach to reducing opioid associated morbidity and
mortality
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The Question - Do they work?
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Objective

To determine if street prices for crush
resistant oxycodone and
oxymorphone are lower than their
crushable equivalents




Methods

e Submission for all formulations of oxycodone and oxymorphone
were recorded from January 1, 2012 to October 31, 2014

 Two tablet categories were used:
e Crushable
e Crush resistant
 Three tablet strength categories were used:
e 15 mgorless
e 20to40 mg
e 60 or more mg

 The price per mg was calculated by dividing the price paid for the
tablet by the mg of opioid within the tablet
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Oxymorphone Results
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Discussion

 The street prices of crush resistant formulations of
oxycodone and oxymorphone are significantly lower than
their crushable equivalents across multiple tablet strengths
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Discussion

 The observation that price per mg decreased as tablet
strength increased may represent a quantity discount
phenomenon (wholesale), by which buyers receive a lower

price per mg for larger purchases as sellers minimize
distribution risks.
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Limitations

* No link to outcomes. It is unknown if street price decreases
represent users shifting to other prescription opioids or illicit
drugs, such as heroin.
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