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Background – RADARS® System 
• Researched Abuse, 
Diverted and Addiction-
Related Surveillance  

 
• Independently owned & 
operated 
 

• Conducting prescription 
drug abuse, misuse and 
diversion surveillance in the 
United States since 2001 
 

2 



Background – RADARS® System 
• Guided by external 

Scientific Advisory Board 
 

• Qualified Principal 
Investigator for each 
program 
 

• Provide common ground 
for Industry, Regulatory 
Agencies, Academics and 
Clinicians  
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REVIEW OF OPIOID AND 
STIMULANT TRENDS IN 
THE UNITED STATES 
Have we reached the plateau? 
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Overall Opioid Abuse Trends in United States 
Population Rates, 2002-2012 
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The RADARS® System  
Treatment Programs-Population Rate – All Opioids 
2009 Q1 through 2013 Q2 
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The RADARS® System Opioids 
Treatment Programs- Population Rate by Drug 
2009 Q1 through 2013 Q2 
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The RADARS® System  
Treatment Programs– URDD Rate – All Opioids 
2009 Q1 through 2013 Q2 
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The RADARS® System Opioids 
Treatment Programs– URDD Rate by Drug 
2009 Q1 through 2013 Q2 
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UPDATE TO ABUSE 
DETERRENT 
FORMULATION DATA 



Treatment Programs, Population Rate 
OxyContin®, Opana® ER, Other Opioids 
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Treatment Programs, URDD Rate 
OxyContin®, Opana® ER, Other Opioids 
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Drug Diversion, Population Rate 
OxyContin®, Opana® ER, Other Opioids 
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Drug Diversion, URDD Rate 
OxyContin®, Opana® ER, Other Opioids 
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Poison Center Intentional Exposures, 
Population Rate 
OxyContin®, Opana® ER, Other Opioids 
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Poison Center Intentional Exposures, 
URDD Rate 
OxyContin®, Opana® ER, Other Opioids 
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Poison Center Intentional Abuse,  
Population Rate 
OxyContin®, Opana® ER, Other Opioids 
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Poison Center Intentional Abuse,  
URDD Rate 
OxyContin®, Opana® ER, Other Opioids 
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United States RADARS ® System  
Mosaic Approach 

Opioid Tx 
Program 

OTP-US 

Patients in  
Treatment 

Mark W. Parrino, MPA 
American Association for the 

Treatment of Opioid Dependence 
 



Collaboration with EUROPAD 
begins (2010) 
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http://www.aatod.org/


EUROPAD PILOT STUDY 
European Opiate Addiction Treatment Association 



PILOT PROGRAM 

FRANCE GERMANY 

ITALY SPAIN 

27 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=IwVk55e_FrPH7M&tbnid=EIDyycwo_ijRSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://germanamericanclubnv.com/&ei=UmR6UtXhAobSyAGYj4CwDw&bvm=bv.55980276,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNG8m-8n3nF8q5ne9cGCRe5PCJbXTw&ust=1383839178159065


STUDY INVESTIGATORS 

Icro  
Maremmani 

STUDY INVESTIGATOR LEADER 

Marilena  
Guareschi 

 STUDY INVESTIGATOR LEADER 

Stephan  
Walcher 
GERMANY 

Francesca 
Fonseca 

SPAIN 

Didier 
Touzeau 

FRANCE (METRO PARIS) 

Lorenzo 
Somaini 

ITALY (PIEMONTE REGION) 

Gaetano  
Deruvo 

ITALY (PUGLIA REGION) 

Pierre 
Villèger 

FRANCE 
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EUROPAD Survey 
Study Objective 
• assess overall rates and trends of prescription 
drug misuse in European countries 
 

Study Methods 
• Survey newly-enrolled patients (at intake) about 
their recent use of prescription drugs to get “high” 

• Data collected from January 2012 through August 
2013 
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EUROPAD Survey 
Includes: 
• Demographic information 
• Treatment history 
• Primary drug used to get 
high before coming to 
program 

• Past 30-day use to get 
high and if injected 

 
 

30 



Total Surveys =  
744 

FRANCE GERMANY 

ITALY SPAIN 

31 

n=144 n=158 

n=318 n=124 
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Demographic Information 

France Germany Italy Spain Total 

Mean Age 
(SD) 

38.9(8.0) 36.8(9.8) 27.8(7.6) 38.9(9.1) 33.8(9.9) 

Gender 
(%male) 

77.8% 63.3% 67.3% 77.2% 70.2% 



Primary Endpoints 
• Primary Drug = “used the most to get high 
with before coming to this program” 
• Each patient can report ONLY ONE primary drug 
 

• Endorsed Drug = “used in past month (or 90 
days) to get high” 
• Each patient can report MULTIPLE endorsements 
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Rank France Germany Italy Spain Total 
1 Heroin Heroin Heroin Heroin Heroin 
2 Buprenorphine Methadone Buprenorphine Methadone Methadone 
3 Codeine Fentanyl Methadone Codeine Buprenorphine 
4 Methadone Buprenorphine Codeine Tramadol Fentanyl 
5 Morphine Tramadol Tramadol Buprenorphine Codeine 
6 Fentanyl Morphine Fentanyl Morphine Tramadol 
7 Tramadol Codeine Hydrocodone Fentanyl Morphine 
8 Methylphenidate Oxycodone Oxycodone Hydrocodone Oxycodone 
9 Oxycodone Methylphenidate Hydromorphone Hydromorphone Hydrocodone 

10 Hydrocodone Hydrocodone Methylphenidate Methylphenidate Methylphenidate 
11 Hydromorphone Hydromorphone Oxymorphone Oxycodone Hydromorphone 
12 Oxymorphone Oxymorphone Morphine Oxymorphone Oxymorphone 

EUROPAD Drug Rankings by 
Country 
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Key Findings 
• Mean age is 33.8 years, however Italy appears to 
have a younger patient population (27.8 years) 

• Gender is similar across 4 countries studied 
(male 63-79% of respondents) 

• Heroin is by far highest reported endorsed drug, 
primary drug and injection 

• Drug endorsements vary depending on country – 
fentanyl concentrated in Germany 

• Drug rankings much different than United States 
• Pilot Study – proof of concept successful! 
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Limitations 
• Small samples from each country 
• Multiple languages – lost in translation? 
• Distinction between general use of drug versus 
use “to get high” 

• Variation in drug availability in each country 
• Variation in cultural considerations in each 
country 
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Expanding EUROPAD Study 

FRANCE GERMANY 

ITALY SPAIN 

UNITED KINGDOM 

NORWAY 
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Future of EUROPAD Study 
Expanding from pilot into full program 
• Feedback from study investigators 
• Survey revisions 

• Clarify instructions and definitions 
• Add questions regarding treatment history and 

medications 
• Additional sites in currently participating countries 
(increased number of surveys) 

• Expansion into other countries (Norway, United 
Kingdom) 
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Inquiries: Jody.Green@RMPDC.org 
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