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Disclosures

• We are thankful to CDPHE for funding and collaboration on this 
program

• This program is funded by OD2A-S CDC Overdose Grant Program



Background

Drug trends direct public health interventions

Integrating multiple data sources can guide surveillance

RMPDS customized data reports use different sources



Objectives

• Discuss four data sources that track drug use 

• Review the reporting systems

• Interpret examples of reported data



Data Sources

RMPC NMURx Local Drug 
Testing

Emerging 
Trends



Colorado Dashboard for Monitoring

Denver and El Paso counties 
had the most exposures.



Data Reporting Systems



RMPC Surveillance Data

190
illicit opioid exposures

Opioids

Monthly exposures reported to the Rocky Mountain Poison Center. Source: RADARS® System.



Emerging Substances: Nitazene Prevalence

• Added to NMURx in Q1 2025 following identification from 

CDPHE program 

• 2025 12 month use 

• National prevalence: 0.55 % (95% CI: 0.48, 0.62) of adults in 

the use have endorsed use of nitazenes in the past 12 months 

• Colorado prevalence: 0.48%** (95% CI: 0.23, 94) 

N M U R x



Emerging Substances: Nitazene Detection
P o i s o n  C e n t e r  D a t a



Drug Testing
i C 4 2  L a b o r a t o r y



Drug Surveillance

Source: Buchanan et al. (2011), Journal of Medical Toxicology
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Summary

• Utilizing local poison center, community-based, and population-level data 

enables comprehensive surveillance for monitoring of illicit and emerging 

substances.

• Customized data reports and dashboards can be developed by state or for 

national surveillance.

• This allows for resources and agility to study safety outcomes



RMPDS 20ᵗʰ ANNUAL
SCIENTIFIC MEETING

Thank you
Email: Naz.Sarpoulaki@rmpds.org
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