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Silicone T0 syringe 

1.  Global history of fentanyl-heroin 
2. What are cryptomarkets? 
3. How do they interact with 

established drug supply chains for 
fentanyl-heroin? 

Discussion: What are the implications 
for public health and surveillance? 

A primer on buying drugs online 
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An abbreviated global history 
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Illicitly manufactured 
fentanyl implicated in 
sporadic overdose deaths. 
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Fentanyl tainted heroin 
responsible for 126 
overdose deaths in major 
cities. 

“The Drug Wizard of Wichita” 
– two self-taught chemists 
apprehended in “the country's 
only operational fentanyl lab” 
and “the only active fentanyl 
lab DEA agents have ever 
busted.” 
 – Newsweek, June 20, 1993 
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Fentanyl-analogues start 
appearing regularly in 
Canada and USA 

darknet markets 

‘Research chemical’ vendors 
and mass producers 
become established, despite 
government crackdowns. 
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Silk Road, the first 
major darknet market 
opens using Bitcoin for 
currency 
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audience participation and demo 



Example 1: direct sale of counterfeits 
No cartel involvement 
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Example 2: LOCAL CARTEL SALES ONLINE 
Cartel involvement 
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PDXBlack 

SOUTH Dakota 



Example 3: Reselling CARTEL-sourced drugs 
Redistribution to meet niche demand 



New form factors 
The leading edge of innovation? 



for discussion 

1.  What are the implications of data 
misclassification? 

2. What new information can we learn 
from markets? 

3. Risks and benefits of buying drugs 
online? 

4. What is the future of drugs 
checking services for public health 
and surveillance? 
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Slides will be posted at radars.org  
 
 

For more info on cryptomarkets see September 2016 special issue of 
International Journal of Drug Policy 


